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WHO declares coronavirus global emergency 


Ottawa mum on plans 
to airlift Canadians from 
China, quarantine 


Risk of outbreak in 
Canada remains low, 
Public Health chief says 


KELLY GRANT 
KRISTY KIRKUP 


As the World Health Organization 
declared the novel coronavirus 
outbreak a global emergency, the 
Canadian government said it was 
not ready to release plans for the 
transport and quarantine of Can- 
adians airlifted out of China. 

The Liberal government faced 
pressure from opposition parties 
on Thursday to provide specifics 
on its strategy for evacuating 196 
Canadians who have asked for 
consular help to leave China, 
where the epidemic has killed at 
least 210 and sickened thousands 
of others. 

The U.S. State Department ad- 
vised against all travel to China, 
while several other countries 
have already evacuated their citi- 
zens as China becomes increas- 
ingly cut off. Many airlines say 
they will no longer operate flights 
in and out of the country. 

Health Minister Patty Hajdu 
said that she could not provide 
further information on the plane 
to repatriate Canadians because 
she doesn’t have details yet, add- 
ing Canada is arranging a non- 
commercial flight into a country 


Funeral workers disinfect themselves after handling a virus victim in Wuhan in China's Hubei province on Thursday. CHINATOPIX VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS 


under quarantine with very spe- 
cific protocols. 

The government is also deter- 
mining who is coming on the 
plane and what steps will be taken 
after they arrive in Canada, she 
added. 

“We will work closely with Chi- 
na to make sure that we do soin a 
way that is safe for everybody con- 


‘Productive’ talks as 
teachers’ deadline looms 


CAROLINE ALPHONSO 
TOM CARDOSO 
JEFF GRAY 


The Ontario government and its elementary public teach- 
ers’ union have renewed negotiations on a new contract, 
with the Education Minister describing the talks as “produc- 
tive.” 

The government’s negotiators were in the second day of 
talks on Thursday with the Elementary Teachers’ Federation 
of Ontario (ETFO), the country’s largest education union 
with 83,000 members, as the clock ticked toward a deadline 
that would ramp up strike action unless a deal is reached by 
the end of the week. Talks are expected to continue Friday. 

ETFO has warned that it would stage a full provincewide 
walkout on Feb. 6, accompanied by a week of rotating 
strikes that would hit every public board on a certain day, if 
a deal is not reached by Friday. That job action would con- 
tinue each week, shutting down schools twice a week and 
leaving thousands of parents scrambling for child care. 

Although class sizes and supports for special-needs stu- 
dents are among the issues, the government has main- 
tained that the main sticking point in negotiations has been 
salaries. Education Minister Stephen Lecce said the unions 
are asking for 2 per cent - cost-of-living increases in line 
with inflation - in the face of its wage-cap legislation meant 
to limit public-sector pay increases to 1 per cent. 

A government document obtained by The Globe and 
Mail showed that 80 per cent of full-time high-school teach- 
ers and about 66 per cent of elementary teachers have 10 
years of experience or more, meaning they would be at the 
top of the pay grid. The grid allows salaries to climb over 10 
years based on education and experience. 

According to provincial collective-agreement salary fig- 
ures compiled by Statistics Canada, Ontario’s long-serving 
primary and secondary teachers are the best-paid of any 
province. 

TEACHERS, A6 


cerned,” Ms. Hajdu said. 

“Tam not prepared at this point 
to talk about what that process 
will look like. We are working with 
our officials to make sure that we 
do so appropriately.” 

Chief Public Health Officer 
Theresa Tam declined to say 
where or how long Canadian eva- 
cuees should be quarantined - or 


whether they should be quaran- 
tined at all. Some countries have 
promised to quarantine evacuees 
for 14 days. 

The U.S. is keeping nearly 200 
evacuees from China at a Califor- 
nia military base for three days, af- 
ter which those who pose little 
risk of infecting others will be al- 
lowed to monitor their symptoms 


from home. 

Australia plans to quarantine 
evacuees on Christmas Island, 
near Indonesia, for two weeks. 
South Korea, Singapore, New 
Zealand and Indonesia have all 
said they plan to quarantine re- 
turning evacuees for two weeks as 
well. 
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A mother’s $6,000 bill: The push to rein in 
Ontario’s costly prison phone system 


PATRICK WHITE 


Last summer, a 65-year-old at a 
Montreal seniors’ home racked 
up a phone bill of $6,072.12 in just 
three months. Administrators at 
the complex were so alarmed 
they warned her she was being 
defrauded. 

When she reviewed the bill, 
however, she realized the charges 
originated from the Ottawa-Car- 
leton Detention Centre, a provin- 
cial prison where her son was be- 
ing held on domestic-abuse alle- 
gations. His criminal charges 


were eventually dropped, but the 
phone charges remained. 

The tenant couldn’t afford the 
whole bill at once, so she opted 
for a payment plan: $50 a month 
for 11 years. 

“They've got me until ’m 76 
years old,” said the tenant, Isabel, 
whose full name The Globe and 
Mail is withholding to avoid dis- 
crimination against her son. “He 
was innocent, yet this huge bill 
came our way. That’s what makes 
this whole thing more infuriat- 
ing” 

As it turned out, she was not 
the victim of fraud, but rather a 


telephone system in Ontario pris- 
ons that critics say divides fam- 
ilies, deters rehabilitation and 
limits access to the justice system 
by hitting a vulnerable popula- 
tion with exorbitant bills. Bell 
Canada holds the contract for 
providing phone service at Onta- 
rio prisons. 

On Wednesday, the 10th anni- 
versary of Bell’s Let’s Talk cam- 
paign to eliminate stigma around 
mental health, advocates for pris- 
oners called on the company and 
the province to make the phone 
system free. 
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Britain formally 
cuts ties with 
European Union 
on Friday =a: 


Never loud or flashy, 
Christine Sinclair has 
quietly become the best, 
Cathal Kelly writes = a7 
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CIBC.com/GetAdvice 


Ask how to get up to $1,000* in value with CIBC Smart Investment Solutions. 


*Transfer in from another financial institution to an eligible account a minimum of $5000 and invest it in eligible CIBC Smart Investment Solution 
funds to earn 1% of your investment, up to a maximum of $1000 in value in the form of CIBC Smart Investment Solution fund units which will be paid 
into your eligible account by July 31, 2021. The amount you invest must remain in your new account until April 30, 2021. Transfer must be initiated by 
March 2, 2020 and received by March 31*, 2020. Offer only available through CIBC Imperial Investor Service division of CIBC Investor Services Inc. 
and CIBC Securities Inc. Other conditions apply. For more information visit CIBC.com/GetAdvice. Commissions, trailing commissions, management 
fees and expenses all may be associated with mutual fund investments. Please read the prospectus before investing. Mutual funds are not guaran- 
teed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated 
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